
558 Mineral Spring Avenue  Unit #304   Pawtucket RI 02860   401.457.8312   info@ri4arts.org   www.ri4arts.org   

 
 
 

 
 

RI4arts : Organizing, Being Present, Taking Action  
 
 
 
 
A Steady Presence at the State House 
As the only 501 c 4 statewide lobbying organization for the arts, we continue to forge new relationships with our 
elected officials and keep the arts front of mind through a steady presence at the State House.  A direct result 
can be seen in how RI Citizens for the Arts shepherded the reinstatement of a critical full-time staff position at 
RISCA, ultimately recouping some of the proposed funding cuts to the state arts agency budget.  We worked 
hard with legislative leadership in the last few days of the session to save the Folk and Community Arts position.  
And with the power of our membership behind us, we continue to build these relationships to affect positive 
change for the arts. 
 
Sustaining the Arts in Rhode Island – A 5-Year Strategy 
In March 2009, RI4arts released the first ever multi-year policy and visionary strategy towards sustaining the arts 
in Rhode Island.  Over the course of 15 months, RI4arts analyzed the sector and gathered the collective 
thoughts from a broad range of artists, business and civic leaders, education officials and legislators.  This plan is 
the guiding document for the work of RI4arts in the coming years, helping us stay the course no matter the 
political environment.  The strategy seeks to reintegrate the arts into the conversations of our decision-makers 
through highlighting the importance of the creative community to our State economically, culturally and 
civically.  And through this, become a recognized resource to not only strengthen the economy, but also 
position Rhode Island for future growth.     
 
A Conversation with U.S. Senator Sheldon Whitehouse and Others 
On March 20, 2009, coinciding with the release of the 5-year strategy, RI4arts hosted a Conversation with U.S. 
Senator Sheldon Whitehouse, Providence Mayor David Cicilline, and House Finance Chairman Steven 
Costantino.  Over 100 artists and creative business professionals attended the morning event at the Steel Yard, 
a 3-acre industrial arts learning facility and business incubator in Providence.  In a moderated discussion, 
Whitehouse, Cicilline and Costantino answered questions and listened to concerns of the creative community, 
while also discussing the new federal arts stimulus funds.  Our state leaders offered the creative community 
candid advice on advocacy and the challenges the arts face both locally and nationally. 
 
State Advocacy Captain – Connecting Rhode Island to National Efforts 
As State Advocacy Captain through Americans for the Arts, RI4arts is the go-to organization for all national arts 
advocacy efforts.  Early in 2009, we spearheaded local efforts to advocate for the Federal Arts Stimulus Funds 
in the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act – getting the word out to our Congressional leaders that the 
arts need to be included in this national recovery package.  Through a targeted phone and email campaign, 
we generated over 100 points of contact to our Congressmen.  While our Rhode Island Congressional 
delegation is already supportive of the arts, during our visits with them as part of National Arts Advocacy Day in 
Washington, DC, they told us this type of advocacy is important for them to continue supporting the sector.  
After four years of traveling to DC to meet with our Congressmen, we are nurturing a helpful and positive 
relationship with them on behalf of the arts in Rhode Island. 
 
RI4arts continues to be active as both State Advocacy Captain and member of the State Arts Action Network – 
representing Rhode Island on a national scale through connecting with other arts advocacy organizations that 
share resources, ideas and inspiration.   
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Building Coalition – Broadening and Educating the Arts Advocacy Network 
RI4arts is currently building a Regional Advocate Network – calling on local leaders in towns and municipalities 
throughout Rhode Island to act as conduits to spread the message about the arts.  These regional advocates 
have already begun to meet through RI4arts.  Through regular meetings, regional advocates will learn the key 
arts advocacy messages, be empowered with information and data that will help their advocacy efforts in 
their local communities, and further inform RI4arts about issues or efforts happening at the ground level.  This 
advocacy base will help broaden the work of RI4arts and ensure that we are reaching every town and 
community throughout Rhode Island.   
 
Arts Advocacy Day at the State House – Calling on Advocates 
Each year, RI4arts hosts Arts Advocacy Day at the State House – a day dedicated to recognizing the arts and 
creative sector as an important resource within our State.  On April 21, 2009, arts advocates and legislators 
joined us in Celebrating the Creative Sector with an inspiring speaking program followed by a wine and cheese 
reception in the Governor’s State Room.  A number of constituents connected with their legislators, helping to 
nurture the relationship between the arts and our state leaders.   
 
RI4arts continues to organize arts advocates to strengthen the voice of the arts at the State House.  When an 
issue is being heard, RI4arts will work to organize strategic testimonies to speak in Committee Hearings, in front 
of Study Commissions, and/or simply to push a message to legislators before a negative action takes place.  
We keep our ear to the ground and work with our colleagues to develop the best strategies to curb or 
influence decisions made that will affect the arts.      
 
The RI4arts E-Bulletin/Action Alerts – Spreading the Word on Issues, Resources and Action 
Through the RI4arts E-Bulletins and Action Alerts, we keep Rhode Islanders informed on issues that affect the 
creative community.  The Capwiz software allows citizens to send a letter or email to their legislators with just a 
few clicks.  This remains an effective tool to engaging our arts advocates to take action and help strengthen 
the arts voice in front of state leaders. 
 
RI4arts – The Organization 
In recent years, the board of RI4arts has worked hard towards building a strategic platform in which the 
organization can survive.  In early 2008, a 5-year strategic plan for RI4arts was completed.  Throughout the year 
and currently, the board has been going through a series of trainings on building coalition with a consultant.  
This work has laid the foundation for major support from the RI Foundation to hire a 3/4 full time Executive 
Director.  Lisa Carnevale officially began in this first ever staff position with the organization in February 2009.  
We now have capacity to bring arts advocacy in Rhode Island to the next level – creating a more sustainable 
future for all! 
 

 
Rhode Island Citizens for the Arts serves as the voice for the diverse statewide arts community in order to further 
raise awareness and support for the arts in the public and private sector, for the benefit of all Rhode Islanders. 

 
 

Board Of Directors:   
Deborah Obalil, Arts Consultant – President 

Rachel Tischler, Trinity Repertory Company - Vice President 
Carrie Zaslow, RI LISC – Treasurer 

David Wax, Arts Consultant – Secretary 
 
Bill Brackett, Providence Performing Arts Center  Kate Champa, Artist       
Lynne DeBeer, Alliance for Arts Education   Suzanne Fortier, RISD Museum    
Peter Lewiss, Attorney, Former House Representative Karen Malcolm, Artist 
  

 
Lisa Carnevale, Executive Director 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /KOR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe7f6e521b5efa76840020005000440046002065876863ff0c5c065305542b66f49ad8768456fe50cf52068fa87387ff0c4ee575284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d6253537030028be5002000500044004600206587686353ef4ee54f7f752800200020004100630072006f00620061007400204e0e002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020548c66f49ad87248672c62535f0030028fd94e9b8bbe7f6e89816c425d4c51655b574f533002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d5b9a5efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef65305542b8f039ad876845f7150cf89e367905ea6ff0c9069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d521753703002005000440046002065874ef653ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000520065006100640065007200200035002e0030002053ca66f465b07248672c4f86958b555f300290194e9b8a2d5b9a89816c425d4c51655b57578b3002>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


